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by the forms preseribed by the Constitution and
the rales of this House : secondly, as private cii-
zems, in which characters they are bound to resist
the passnge of an aggressive law, in the same way
that private citizens may resist nggression wpon
their rights, | feel quite sure that | have not mis-
taken the proper construction to be put upon the
gentleman’s language. But, as | have given the
entire paragraph, let it gpeak for itself.  What-
ever doubts there may be a8 to the proper con-
strootion of that paragraph, there can be none,
none at ull, as to the one which I now quate from
the speech of the gentleman from North Carolina,
[Me. Crimcuas,] already referred to

SBat 4t i wdviesd (ears hie) in oertaln portions of the
Northern preas, that the mambers from that seetion ooght
na interrupt their procesdings. Let them try

I tell gentiemen that thin in oor slave
ry. Wedsnot intend to tenve it If Lhey
remove 4, it is m proper case for trial 1i|
er of the pubille mind, it is probab'e that
ind bere might electrifly the countey, as did
the little skirminh at Lexington the ooloules in their thin
excitad state, Sach s struggle, whoever might prove the
tors in it wonbd not leave s quornm here to do business
iemen may onll this treason, high freason—the higheat
that the world ever baw. Hat their words are idle

shiall dafeat their movement agninat us '’

If this does not sufliciently show where and how
the revolution is to commence, let us turn again
to the speech of the gentleman from Missi=sippi,
[Mr. Browx,| and read another extract

“ My own opinion is this
dnetion of Ca
realst it by on
oan, of lea ol
This being L
ventiom at \1te, wi'l Qori
righta. | do not know whiat thess mesns will be, bt | know
what they miay be, wind with propriety and safiiy
may be to earry slaves into all of Sonthorn Uslifarnis
property of soverelgn States, nnd thers holdl thim, an we
have a right to d
our right and duty

that we should re-ist the lutro
oroin ne a State, and resisd if suceessfully
cotmn firat, wnid lastiy by other mesns
i

rourmiend wilhout her wdwassion
I'he Southern States, in com

Vhey

e

ae menns for vindimting their

wn the

and, i muiested, defend them, as is both

THE N

free to combat it7” But are the people of the
free States peculiar in dheir views on this sub-
ject 1 Does not the * ion” come al2o from
another uarter, and with ten-fold force 7  How
is the fecling in Kentucky, where, at a recent
elegtion, more than ten thousand votes (us | am
informed) were cast in favor of complete emanci-
pation ! Tlow is it in other Northern slave States,
where Van Duren, even, at the last Presidential
election, found warm supporters, and not o few
| votes? Now, gentlemen of the South, you can-
| not prevent these things—thia feeling, or senti-
ment, or whatever else you may eall it—even
smong the people of your own slaveholding
| Stutes, can youl Are you not nsking too much,
| then, when you require us of the North and

West to suppress it among oor 1-a-u]|||-? We
| eould not do so if we would. And if we had the
| power, our refusal to exercise it wonll by no
‘ menns tend to justify the destraction of this Ite-

publie.

Again: It is made anaceusation sguinst the free
States, that their ministers of the Gospel moke
sluvery a subject of pulpit disquisition, thus in-
creasing the hostility already existing ngainst
thut institution. 1'o some extent this may bethe
fact, Mr. Chairman ; though | confessthut, so far
ns my own knowledge extends, guch instanecs are
exeredingly rare.  DBat whatthen? Camn we pre-
vent that? OQuoght we to try? Why, on this
point we have the authority of the gentleman
| from Mississippi [Mr. Brows| himself, in faver
of the practice. You will recsllect, sir. that after

i
treating ve to anargument of considerabile length,
designed to show that the moral and religions
condition of the negro is fmproved by hia bving
| held in bondugs—and after declaving that, in his
| epinion, slavery is “a great woral, gocial, polit-
ical, amd l»]-_.'_il.-ll'- blessing—n hlessing to ihe
alave, and n blossing to the master "—hedrops the

4 Wenak you to give oe our rights by soxaxruuvestion; | subjeet by siying : ¥ e is oo port of my purpose
1 you pefase, | mm for taking thew by axMED o0 T | to disooas thia proposition Jeet, in this

Resist the passigs of i lasw G erBia | wlew of 5, bilcugs rathenta ! tabon o the
first by votea, and Lwtly by < otler mions ! Mr. | halis of legiclation” Surely, sir, he will now
Chairman, does the Constitution which we wre | compliin no [ germons on the sihjset of
ewarn to eupport, or the rules of this Hous slavery . and b eoties Lo drealt the * dee-
point out Lo us any * oth-r meatas of e wisting the | luration ™ fur the “ Sonuthern Confedepacy “—i(l
ennctment of a law, escept by menns of votes? | teust that has not aleeady bien done) e will
We canadjourn. Dut how adjourn without wig | cortainly not inelade this ag one of the © coues
an sdjoarament 2 © Forer an adjonrnment " 4134 | which i eparation.”
the gentleman. And that fores s the wr |  Buats reed also ngninst the freo
means” by which the adii 1 of Caulifornisis | Stutes, tha Jerate unti-alavery sovieties
to be resisted, *awd revintedd sui flg.” And  Yem sir: we ( v ninti-slavery socielics, ni-
what next? Why, the Nashedls wlhon 1410 | tive Americin 8 e, temperinee socleles,
meet. Then what? “Carry slaves into all of | mora) reform societics, mi . cletin, S6W=
Southern Californin, n= the property of sovere ing societios, and possihly— 1 I am n I"I i
States, and there hold thein, as we have o thin—other sacieties osre tolerant
to do; and if molested, defend n townrids ull sorts Tetis I"_:”'“ s h,"'
our right and Jdaty”  Aud thos is Ca dn to ! equse, first, we have no right to be intolerunt in
be “iaken™ by “urmed oceupation Al Jur | refarence to s iters - and. secondly, because
the 100,000 men already there, or on their way | there is no n p tor moddling with then.
thither, from whom Culifornia is to be taken by | We must huut { er cans § thun this, sir, to

foroe, and held by urmed occupation, that slavery
may be introdaced there aginst their will!

I do not doubt, Yir. Chairnum, that Ly this time
you nud this Committee are sutisficd, us Lam, that
unless the intentions
holding Stutes hive
their Representatives
tween the Liove
portion of the citi

wnt ol Lhe
4 thereol 19 1

But, sir, 1 have ermbiledsuyach to dwabe
the patriotism of the Awerican people Aul 1
i Iy, to distrust that gualily

Left totheir
sonmd
wall have wo fenr. | dare hardly
wnswir, however, for the ¢ffect which the speeches,
eanecinlly that of the gentlemun from Mississipp
[Mr. Brows,] may have upus uls of
wallunt poople, nuturally urdent sud fmpulsive
Tndeed, sir, | shudidere at the thought of the effeet
thnt bl shall now qoote
watl st produce on the Teel-
hren. Receiving it in

pess they willy

which passages i whiie
Ly 1 had ulinost
of our Southern bret

fuith, us we are bouwd o suy

Injes
Zaor

us i falthful stutement of the erneliies and enormi-
ties whoat to be visited upon thew by the banls of
n, it would be strange in-

theie Northern b
L, if they e wirought up to the moat

urnt fnd exisprration

twanlnte  Wenre tsho driven
pesl by wll the auered ss-
W wre to be seit, like
er thraugh the lan !, home
thosuml

untry i=t
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» yunraclven Hangary, re-
wl Wouswin, snd if Hongry,
ed i condil make sueh atout re
ot anticipate feom etght milllons
lpsperate by your megressions 17

the porwers of

rh had never
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I Nouthr -I; v ie
o you
mitted or
people of th
posaibility jus
giaeled 1 L koo
tlemin from Mississippd will find i very diffieult

know, Mr, Chuieman, of any sels com-
litated by the North ngainst the
holding States, that ean by any
ich deelarations us those | have

of none, anil | s suvas tha gan

¥

Justify n dissoluti thiz Union,

Another chirg t us is, that wo permit

el
o perambiulite the country, lecturing on sho-

m—thes increasing the prejudies already
frr apainst the institution of slavery. There
are such wen, no doubt. My mind recurs to one
just now—one who, in that way. has prolybly
exorcised more influence in the North, than all

Thin mwn is Cussing M. Clay, a citisen of the
slaveholling State of Kentucky. When our South-
ern friends will agree to seal hils mouth on that
ubjoet, or confine his efforts to abolish slavery
tothe Southern States where he belonga, it will be
time enough for ug of the North to set about devi-
sing some mode of eonfining itinerant lecturers,
or preseribing subjocts for the exercise of their
cloquence. 1 might mention other lecturors of
the same gart, for whom the North isindebted to
the slave Statea. [t it is nnnecessary.

It is also made n matter of necusution against
the free Statea, that anti-slavery presses are kept
up there, and that the papers supplied hy them ure
cireulated throughout the Northern States and
even into the Southern; and this iz one of the
principal enuses which render it neoossary to cs-
tablish o “Sonthern Confederncy,” which shall
emhrace just exactly the fifteon slavoholding States
and mo more. We eaunot deny, Mr. Chairman,
that such papers do circulate quite extengively in
some portions of the freo States, and gome of
them, probably, may be found even south of Ma-
gon and Dixon's line. 1 have o paper of that
character on my desk now. [Tere it s sir. [Hold-
ing it up.| It iz a fiir-looking paper, Mr. Chair-
man; and | oheerve that its articles are wrilten
with great power. [lut, | ussure yon, wip, it is
foarfully severe on slavery, And it circulates ex-
tengively in the Norlh, ton: the number not being
leas, | am told, than fourtern thousand weekly :
begides some thousands which fiad their iray into
the slaveholding States, Now, | can imagine that
yon supnose this paper to be published in Ver-
mont,  Yousre mistaken, gir. It i4 not published
there, nor in Massachosette, nor even north of
MNEON A TNXonts tne, s patitetod oo steve

ti point them out to his constitneuts. It is easy,
indeed, to deal in general chineges agiinst the
North; and whea requested 1o specily those
to uoy, ne the honorshle gentleman from
i 1 will not recount the story of

eharges
Mizsienippi does,
our wrougs” DBut will such & course satisfy n
people, pacriotie, inteiligent, and inguiring? Fa-
ture developments will show.

And what, wir, nre the causes nasigned to justify
the et of dissolving this Union? They are al-

leged aggreasions by the non-slaveholling States |

upon the rights of the slaveholding, in respect to
slavery.  All the churges put forth ngainst the
pon-slaveholding Siates have reference to that
guestion solely ; nnd they are all comprised and
compenidionsly set forth in a single brief sentence
which | here gquote from the speech hefors refer-
red to of the gentleman from North Carolin,
[Mr. Cuinanas | Aftr referring ut some length
to the benefits anld advantsges of slavery, hemys:

lm apite, howaver, of thede great facle, whieh ought o
steike nll fonpa urse 6f the North has been
constantiy nggressivo on this questi n

Now, sir, on behalf of the North, | repel the
chargo. And 1affiem that, for nnything the North
has done to justify the overthrow of this Govern-
ment, Any attempt to o gn be naked treason. What
sir, the course of the free Stales been Y eonstantly
ageressive ! upon the South on thie Slavery ques-
tion? Let ua see. Sinee the adoption of the
Constitution, sevenicen States hava been sdmitted
into the Union.  OF this number, nive 4re ulnve-
holding States, aud right non-sleveholding, Now
gir, it has so 1]'lll'ilt'lrl‘ll that et every time when
nny of these slaveholding Stutes have applied for
admisaion, the North has had somplete ascendency
in both hranches of Congress, consequently the
power to exclude any or all of them. ‘They were
ull admitted, slaveholding as they were, with just
such Constitutiona ns they had chosen to adopt
for themselves.  luthis n port of that © aggressive
course” on the sluvery question which the North
has “ eonstautly ' pursued 1

Again: OF the territory embraced within the
geventeen States thus admitted, the free States
comprise 3797 250 pquare miles ; and the slave Sitates
730,370 syuare milew  Thos we see that the ex-
tent of slave territory admitted into the Uaion
since the seloption of the Constitution is consider-
ubly more than twice ns great na that of the free
territory. Doesthis look like n Cisposition on the
part of the free States to pursue a course of ° con-
stant nggression " townrds the South en the subjeet
of slavery !

Agnin: The annexation of Texns was a pecu-
linrly Southern measure. The necessity of its
scquigition was distinotly plaeed by Mr Car-
notN—himself the embodiment of wlira Southern
principles, and the muster-spirit of the then Ad-
ministration—upon the wants of slavery. To the
North the measure wid QISEASIeAl,  The INOrth
never desived, for its own sake, the aequisition of
Texus; nevertheless, the South carnestly desiring
it, and Mr Cavuonx's great influence being
brought to bear in its favor, for the resson, chiclly,
just given, the North generously acquicseed in
the measure, though posacssed of ample power to
defeat it. Texns was nequired—nod, at the cost
of p sanguinary and expensive war, we touk iuto
the Union, nt one swoop, an amount of slave ter-
ritory equal in extent to the entire original thir.
teen States. Al this the non-slaveholding States
might have prevented, but did not. s this
Norihern “aggreasion” upon the rights of the
South on the Slavery Question? Is this one of
the nots of “ aggression” on thut aubject which is
to justify gentlemen of the South in dissclving
the Union?

The power of Congress to abolish the slave
trade and slavery at the arsenals, forts, and navy
yards, and in this Distriet, will hardly be ques-
tioned by sny of our Southern friends. And yet,
nelther the one nor the other hias been abolished,
to this day, in any of those places, Even slave-
dealers now drive thelr vesupation in this Di-
trict, at pleasure. Coull not the North, had she
chosen 80 to do, have put an end (o slavery and
the slave trade in all these places, long ere this?
She has forborne to doso, I8 that furhiearance
any part of the Y aggression ™ upon slavery which
now justifies rebellion agaivst the 1Tuion ?

Now
8o pert}mrinuuly urged ngainst the free Stytes,
that make up thesum total of these “nggressions
which justify these gentlemen in dissolving the
Union. What are these charges ? Why, it is
charged, first, that among the people of the free
States there is o prevalent and inereasing feeling
adverse to sluvery. This statement, or charge, if
it ba one, I cannot deny, Bat I nm at n loss to
conerive how that can be rogarded nsan “ aggres-
sion " upon the South, or s justifieation for thenct
of overthrowing this Government. s itrequired
of the free States that they, in aggregate, shall
keep a supervision over the views and opinions of
their individusl oitizens, on political, moral or any
other subjecta? la not this s ommhz of freedom
of opipion7 And do not our Southern friends,
even, recognise the principle that “error of opin-
jon may be safely tolerated where reason is loft

I amduids, the

sir, let us consider thore minor charges, |

territory, sir; right here in sight of this Capitel,

and almost within sound of my voien. Right here,
~ sir, upon the very spot from which the gentleman
| from North Cnrolina [Mr. Crasenas| is not
roing to he driven, heeiuse it Y4 his “ shere terri-
tory” Yes, gentlemen of the South, from yonr
own midst; from the very docrs of your houses,
surrounded hy your slave popula‘ion, do you send
forth anti-glavery papers, in nnmber more than
fourteen thousand per weelk, to delugs the North,
and manuficture publio sentiment there. Then
| yonrmake the eirenlation of these papers, nnd the
prevalence of o sentiment which they eannot hat
engender, n pretext for overthrowing this Govern-
ment.  Silenee your own sbolition presses; keep
for your ows use the fourtern thonsand abolition
papers which you weekly distiihnte smong the
people of the North, nnd then elaim, it you will,
that the existence of nholitivn presses in the free
States s justifieation to you for diswolving the
[T nion,

I remember, also, that there was another anti-
slavery press in vigorons and very effective opera-
tion fur some time in Kentucky——

Mr, BROWN. We destroyed it.

Mr. BISSELL. 8o you did, by violenee. Put,
Ly your own lawe, and the decisions of your own
eourts, yon were punished for it You wera eom-
pelled to make compensation in damages for your
Jawless qot. Now, [ ask our Southern frionds, in
all good feeling, i they ean justly urge nan rea-
son for dissolving the Union, snnoysuces couse-
quent upon a state of things in the free States
which they eannot prevent at their own doors?

Weare met by the gentloman from North Car-
olina with another diffienlty, for which he holds
the North responsible. e suggesta that the in-
creasing nuti-slavery sentiment in the North
will prevent the President from appointing slive-
holders to office.  For the present, let a single fact
allay the gentleman’s fears.  The Presidency has
hoen given to the slaveholding States during for-
ty-eight of the list sixty years.  And this, too,
thangh the white population of the slaveholding
Htates has rarely, if ot any time, exceeded one-
half thast of the feep States,  OF the foreign mis-
wionaof w1} prades, wore than o mojordy have heen
given tothe Sonth. OF the Cahinet sppointments,
very nenrly, if not quite holf, have bheen given to
the South. OF the officers in the army and navy,
it will be found that, consideving the relative
FI]*Ilhli--n of the feee and slaveholding States nt

east thres out of five have heen given to the
South.  How s it at this very moment, sir, while
these vory complaints of ontrage, insults, ty ranny,
and loss of oftice, are heing made?  Why, sir, the
President—a majority of the Cabinet—a majority
of our foreign ministers—a majority of the mem-
bers of the Supreme Conrt, and the presiding offi-
cer aud clerk of this House—nre Sonthern men
ANd BIAYENUIIEI S, Pocs wet thio astials the gan.
tleman from North Caroline?  Surely he might,
on this subject, rest uite essy. Another difli-
culty gravely set forth in that gentlemnan's specoh,
1 ought, perhaps, to notioe with hecoming serions-
ness, 1 allude to the refusal of the New England
spinster to take the Southern gentlemun’s arm!
That was wrong, unguestionahly,  Buat then,
these Yankee girls are very independent, and will
do just ns they please—as some of us have learued
from very painful personal experience  But | do
not think that a dissolution of the Union need to
fullow as & necessury consequence, It is n proper
subject for negotistion, And as the lady cannot
fuil to peroeive by this time that she is in danger
of becoming n second H-lru, she will doubtless be
more yielding.

Another charge against the free States is that of
niding fugitive slaves to muke their esonpe. That
we have vicious people as well ns deluded people
umong us, we do not deny ; and that they have
wided slaves to elude the pursuit of their owners,
is, | regret to sy, more than probable. Such acts
nre not in consonsnce with the apirit of our Con-
stitution, aud they tend direotly to destroy that
good neighborhood among the people and the
States of this Union, which every trac-honrted
Awmerican desires to caltivate,  They nre nots
againgt the commission and for the punishment of
which the Gieneral Gavernment onght to provide
I hope such provision will he made before the
close of this session. It need not be expected,
| however, that any human laws, however rigidly
| enforced, will wholly remedy this evil.  There
| wre bid wen in A1l communities—in the North ns
L well g the South—uand one unprivcipled man,

by enticing away or aiding the eseapo of n glive,
may bring repronches upod a whole State. 1 am
confident, however, that the pumber of such men in
the frve Stntes {a very greatly over-cstimated by
gentlomen from the South,  They shonld remen-

the annoyance they have suflored in this respeoct.
They should remember, too, that thess thingsare
done secretly, and are by no means countennnced
by the masw of the prople  For my own part, | am
reidy to go any reasonnble longth to secure such
legislation ns will henceforth provent, as far us
possible, this grievance. | desire to see o law en-
noted this present session, which whall secure to

: | rob the Seuthern States of their Just and rightful

the other santi-slavery lecturers put together |

ber that it takes but very few men to occasion all |

you, as far as practicable, your rights in this re-
spect. The slaves are your own property ; recog-
nised a8 such hy that Constitution, every lineand
every intendment of which I hold sacred. But
let me ask gentlemen if they have not negro-steal-
er= in their own States—if they have not cvery
variety of unprincipled characters among them ?
Neither they nor we ean free our respective States
from such men; and they should consider wheth-
er, if things were reversed—they occupying our
povition, and we theira—they would be likely to
| keep themselves freer from just reproach than we
| have been. | am no* o wndmindfal of truth as
to deny that, in respect to the subject new under

— e |

| eonsideration, some of our Southern fricnds have |
Jut it must have been |

| good cause to complnin :
remarked hy nll of us, that the Representatives
from those Sintes which have really been nggrieved

u# with disunion. These threats have come [rom
the Iteprescutatives of States from which, | ven-
ture to say, on an average, not one slave eecap &
in five yenrs. Who ever heard of a slave escaping
from Mississippi or Alabama? Where does he
go to? Who belps him away? Certainly not
the people of the North. Kentucky, Virginit,
Maryland, and Missouri, the only States that are
really sufferers by the escape of slaves, do not
seem to have dreamed of dissolution us a remedy ;
while the Representatives from a few of the ex-
treme Southern States, whenoe slives could no
more escape than from the island of Cuba, sec
ample cause and imperious necessity fordissolving
the Tnion «nd establishing s ¥ Southern Confeder-
ney,” in the alleged fict that lhrirlsi.urn-s are en-
ticed away hy the citizens of the North

[ believe there remains now but a single other
“ gharge ngiingt the North” for me to l'l.'lF‘.‘lil’.l.i‘.
and that brings me to the subject more imme-
distely nunder consideration in this Committes—
the Culifornia question, The prococding which
has resulted in bringing California to the doorof
Ahe Ugion is charaeterized by the honorahle gen-
{theman from Missigeippi, ** ax unwise, uopatriofic,
spotlonal in bte tendencies, manlting to the Rowth,
il in the last degree despicable”
| says that gentleman, * in derogation of the Con-
| stitution of the United States, and intended to

possessions.”

It is alsa objeeted that these proceedings are
likely to intreduce into the other House of Cou-
|:l‘:m two “FPree Soil Senators,” which will destroy
the equilibrium now existing there betweon the
Noarth and the South, by giving to the free States
the majority. Well now, sir, what are the pro-
ceedigs eomplained of, and for which the Union
i% to he disgolved, ¥ the North held responsible
The President, kimselfa Southern man and a slave-
holder, with w Cabinet the majority of whom are
Southern men snd slaveholders, send Thomas
Butler Kine. & Southern man and a slaveholder,
to “aid and comfort,” encourage and ndvise,
the golid diggers in their efforts to join the sister-
haod of States. Mr. King returns, bringing as
trophies two Southern men—one a Mississippian
and theother a South Carolinian, (and both slave-
holders, | believe)—whom our Southern President
desires to introduce into the Senate of the United
States ns membera of that body. And. thereupon,
our Southern friends deelare that if this infi- |
| monssensnss of “Nopthern aggression” da warried
out, the Union shall be dissolved and the North
teld vesponsible!  But what, | pray, has the
North had to do with all this?T Where can you
diseover the slightest traces of n Northern nan's
finger in the whole matter? Nay, sir, who nre
they in Congress who are understood to have dis-
tinctly declared themselves in favor of the ndmis-
gion of Culifornis, since the reception of the
messnge on that subject 7 Who bat Clay, Houe-
ton, Benton, of the Senate, and Day, of this
House—all slaveholders !
| And thia California proceeding filli the measure
of Northern * aggression,” and mukes it impers-
tive npon ' every Southern son to vise in rebel-
Hon” andl exelaim 1o the Norvth, * Giive us liberty
or give us death!” Mr. Chairman, how is it
that this matter is expeeted never to he npderstoad
by the people of the South? Surely their Rep-
resentatives do not intead to deceive them—they
could not hope to do 50 on & subyest so pliin anl
palpable.

Now, sir, having disposed of the charges of
“Northern aggression.” of which we have heard
#o much since the meeting of Congress, | appeal
to gentlemen to say whether there is anything in
them. taken separately or in the aggregate, which
in the slightest degree justifies their threats againat
the Union? 1 appesl to them also to say, whether
the overthrow of this Government and the estah.
lishment of a * Southern Confederncy” wonld
mitignte in any degree the evils they complain of.
Would anti-slavery socicties go down; woull
anti-sluvery pressea cease their imsues; would
legturers give up their cocapations; would Mrs,
Partington withhold her sage opinions oo the mo-
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do mot charge, sir, that cur friends then- were
| wanting in bsr:'va. Not at sll. I think, indeed,
they were ns brave then ss now. But somehow
or other I could never help but think that on that
occasion they were—rather _Mshl'nl.

The gentleman from Mississippi, [ Mr. Brown,]
who thinks that the resistance of the free States
to the overthrow of our Government would h‘n
confined to ' a little gn-cmm-iunzln few threats”
is nevertheleas kind nnd considerale enough to
give us gome advico to bo neted upon i!: the event
of onr not choosing to confine our resistapee to o
dissolution of the Union within so small & com-
pase.  Hearken, Mr. Chairman, t0 this voice of
wisdom :

 When you leave your homes ;n
lklfl:l;“:::‘l.‘::‘\..;ﬁ;:ull:‘:!.:‘?ll\;'-f“;!‘Ia" ey to your [CETE TN
and to subdas wight millions « T Soiths I'Il.pﬁq-lcl It'l::'"
wour to make all things ready. Riss yomr W ""[‘ I;| }-‘ I:
| ehilibren & long fazewell, make 1-.--.1‘-1(1; yo r Gud; for
| Warn you that you may never return. v :

The profound emotion with which this sage l'll_l-
monition was received by the bachelors in this

New Englaud, or in the
e—thin crusade ngainst

part of the Iall must have pinirfirn‘l‘ the grnfllli‘-
| man, I think, that due heed will be given it. He|
&l admonishes us more than twiee, or |_hr1lcv, of :
{on now comprised within the |
le wets it down at eight |
4o last census, if | am

her to have been four

1 thousand ; and |

the enormons populat

slaveholding States. |

millions of freemen. Now, i

not mistaken, shows the num

millions and six or seven hundred (

by none of the ordinary modes of cileulation can

that number now excesd six milliops. I the in-

| creass has reslly been so greal ns the gentleman
would have us believe. it mny he set down s
cirenmatance. the like of which has never heen

| known in any age or country; and the gentleman
may justly elaim that his constituents nre us emi-

| nently distinguished for another quality as for |

| prowess, Dut thisis « small ml_tt.ler, I!ir; nod |
werely refer to it as un illustration of the prone-
ness of oar Southern fricnds to exaggerate all
their capabilities )

Thiz proacacsy hovever is notalwagp harm-
must now refer to a ull!vju'l_‘l which |
would gladly have avoided. 1 allude to the claim
put forth for & Southern regiment, by the gentle.
man from Virginio, | Mr. Skppox.| of having met
wnid repulsed the euemy on the field of Buena
Visia, ut that most erities]l moment when the sre-
ond Indisns regiment, throogh an unfortunate
order of their Colouel gave way. Justice to the
living, na well as to those who fell on that ocei-
sion, demand of me s prompt correction of this
most erroneous statement. And [affirm distinetly,
sir, and such is the fuct, that at the time the second
ludiana regiment gave way, the Mississippi regi-
ment, for whom this cliim is thus gratuitously set
up, was not within a mile nnd a haif of the scene
of aotion ; nor had it us yot fired a gun, or drawn
atrigger. 1 offiem further, sir, that the troops
which at that time met and resisted the enemy,
and thus, to use the gentleman's own language,
“gnatebed victory from the juws of defeat,” were
the second Kentueky, the second IMinois, and «
portion of the first Illinois regiments. 1t gives me
no pleasure, sir, to he compelled to allude to this
subject, nor can | perceive the necessity or pro-
pristy obite introduction into this debate. It hav-
iog been introduced, however, T could not sic i
silence and witness the infliction of such eruel in.
Jusgi~ #ron men, living apd degd, whose well-
enrned fame | were o wonster not to protect. The
true and brave hearts of too many of them, alas,
bave nlrendy mingled with the soil of n foreign
country ; but their elaims upon the jostice of their
countrypen can never cease, nor can wy ohliga-
tions to them be ever forgotten or disregarded
No, sir. The voice of Hardin—that voice which
has &0 often been heard in this hall as mine now is,
though far mara eloguently—the voice of Hardin,
uye, and of McKee, und the necomplished Clyy—
ench weapped now in his bloody shroud—their
voicod would reproach me from the grave, had |
failed in this act of justige to them nnd the others
who fought nnd fell by my side.

You will suspect me, Mr. Chairman, of having
warm feelings on this subjeet. So I have: and 1
have given them utterance, as o matter of duty.
In ol this, howeyar, [ by no means detract- from
the gallant conduot nnd bearing of the Mississippi
regiment, At other timea and pluces, on that
bloody field, they did all that their warmest ad-
mirers could haye desired. Dut let me nsk again,
why wis this sabject introduced into this debate?
Why does the gentleman say * the troops of the
North” gave way, when he means only a single
regiment 7 Why is all thie, but for the purpose
of disparnging the North for the benefit of the
Suuth? Why, but for the purpose of farnishing
materiala for that ceaseless, never-endiog, eternal
theme of “ Southern chivalry 17

Mr. Chairman, the people of the free States
have as strong an attachment for their brethren
of the South at this very moment ns they had
during the days of the Itevolutlon, or at any eub-
sequent period ; and they will not suffer that at-

abolished. They sent here their petitions. South-

ern power treated them with contempt, sad tram-
pled them under foot! Was there no - -fgru-
pion ” in refusing our people the exercise of that
snered right

- - - - - - . .

A colleague of mine, now upon this floor, [ Mr.
Giopises,| was sent here to represent us intelli-
gent and ad patriotic & people as ia to be found in
the whole land. He presented, in the discharge
of his official duty, a series of resolutions against
glavery and the slave trade. They were obnox-
jous to the South, and with the nid of Northern
doughfaces, who are fast finding their level, you
expelled him from this Hall, and attempted to die-
grace him.  Yet, during this session, we find that
before we perfect an orginization, a proposition is
boldly made to dissolve the Uniou, by members
frem Southern States, in the event that the people’s
representatives pass o particular law; yet noth-
ing like conmwre is proposed by those lately so
sensitive.

. - - - L L - -

Who has heen “oppressed ” in dividing the
honors and emoloments of office! The poor,
down-trodden South? She has slmost monopo-
lized the important offices sinoe the formation of
the Government. Let those who wish to have
offirial evidence of her wrongs in this regard, ex-
amine the Blue Book. Virginiasuffers! There
are atill a few of the * first families 7 unprovided
for, and it is an aet of unparalleled aggression !
Why, sir, 8o ¢raving is her thirst for these honors,
that | see in one town (all the whites having heen
provided for, | sappose) they procure the appoint-
ment of & negro as Postmaster !

Iow wnch did we ageress in organiziog this
House 7 And who gave the strongest evidenee of
a desire to organize by geographical tests ! We
nlways found, on this side of the Fouse, Southern
Whizs enough to bold the balanee of power, who
preferred the eleetion of a Southsrn Demoerot to a
Northern Whig. On the other side, Southern
Nomaersts snoneh, tn sleat n Saythorn Whie in
preference to a Northern Demoerat. And if, in the
eonrse of our efforts to organine, nny candidate
of either party was suspeoted of having ever seen
the city of Buffulo, his fate was sealed.

But, Mr. Chainnan, | am consoming too much
of the hrief hour allotted to me in detailing this
aeconnt of aggression.

What kas the North done to produee this lond
and eontinunl olatter about © aggression 17 DBear
in mind, sn sct of aggression must be an act of
wrong. Solong 88 we act for the promotion of
that which is morally right, we cannot nggress.
Much complaint is made about negroes running
off to the free States. | suppose they do sometimes
stray away. DBut if yon will keep property that
will run off, is it our fanlt 7 We do not turn out
to eatch runaway negroes. There is a reason for
that. The farmer, in that beautiful vulley which
I have the honor to represent in part, bas no slave

of their own hands for support.
will not, abandon his plough and his fields, monnt
his horse, when he hears that a negro has been

p in the neighborhood, and follow in pursuit,

vspieion that he may be the slave of some
member of Congress from Virginia. e has ex-
amined the Constitution, and finds nothing there
whicly makes this hisdoty. The village mechanic in
Ohio, who drives the jick-plane, and earns his
bread by the sweat of his brow, will not abandon
his honest pursuits, whon he seesa man pass in
the street, with a skin somewhat darker than his
own, and & budget on his back, follow him, knock
him down, and tie him, becanse there is a possi-
bility that a Missiasippi planter may hold a mort-
gage on his bones, flesh, nod sinews! Our fair
eountrywomen, yielding to the tender sympathies
which always adorn their sex, when inquired of
by a digconsolate praser by of their own sex, ywho
perhaps may carry in her arms an infant slightly
tinged, may point out the nearest and best road to
Canada. Isthereanything wrongin this? Poiat
it ont,

great mass of all parties in my State disclaim all

tion " in States where it constitutionally exists,
they remember, and will never forget. that they,
too, have an institulion the operations of which
aye somewhat © peculiar,” which they call Free-
dom! They have tasted its hlessings, and they
will throw no ohstacles in the way of all who may
sirive to obtain them. If our Southern brethren,
then, will have slaves, and these slaves will ran off
to Ohio, they must captare them themselyes.

But we aggress on the South beeause our politi-
eal power increases more rapidly than hers. That
is the result of an increase in population. We
cannot help it if there are peouliarities about our
institution which produce this result. It is cer.
tninly not wrong if we obey that injunction of
Holy Writ, “ Multiply and replenish the earth ”
This complaint comes with a poor grace, especi-
ally from the gentleman from North Caroliaa, [ Me.

vatity of alavery | and woubd slaves euwcapa nn
more from the Northern slaveholding States? Mo,
gentlomen, every real grievanee that now exists
would then be aggravated in o tenfold degree. 1
am 8 n loss to conesive how on this point there
ean be any diversity of opinion.

Seeing, then, that all these complaints are either
wholly groundless, or exceediogly trivial, when
considered in the light of eanses jnstifying a dis-
solution of the Union, I nm constrained to believe,
and | so declare us the firm sonvietion of my own
mind, that if this slavery question were settled to-
day, upon terms enlirely unchjeotionable 1o thy
South, the schemo of dismembering the Union
would gtill be prosecuted ns now.

Sir, | feel no little remorse for the wrong | did
to an eminent citizen list sammer.  The distin-
guished Senator from Missouri, Colonel Benton,
distinetly and boldly declared to the people of that
State, that there was a small but active party in
the extreme South—at the head of which was an
eminent statesman, alike distingnished for his
great gening and his reckless ambition—who were
seeking n dismemberment of the Union, in order
to the establishment of n separate Southern
Confederacy” For that | denounced (olonel
Renton in my State, and to my constitnents.
Muy Ciod forgive me for the wrong | did him. I
wis wrong—hs was right. Yes, sir; with that
party, smull, but nctive and influential, this sla-
very sgitation is but & mode of effecting the de-
struction of this Union, It farnishes n conveni-
ent pretext and o powerful lever. Buot, be as-
anrort wiv, had they not in the slavery yuestion a
plansible pretext for earrying forward their de-
signa, they would hunt for such n pretext else-
where—or invent ane. The pwople, however, alike
patriotic and vigilant, will delent thoir designs
and in due time they will visit with jost retribu-
tion those who have songht to mislend them.

ut do these gentlemen see no difficulties in the
way ? | know that, 8o far as the free States are
coneerned, they have on!ry to fenr “ a hitle gascon-
ade and a forr threats—for they have told us go.
But is there nothing to he apprehended from the
patriotism and firmness of the people of the slave
States thomselves 1 How about all these who ma
choose to hesitate in the States of Maryland, Del-
aware, North Carolinn, Virginia, Kentucky, Mis-
gonri, Texas, and Tennessee? They are te he
haneed—hoanged st onoe, as we learn from the
gentleman from North Carolinn, | Mr. Crixawax |

Now, sir, when the gentloman proceeds to that
operation in Kentueky, the hemp-growers of that
State will have na oeension to desire o contract
for furnishing the Navy with hemp—Tfor they will
not he nhle to supply ti!n demand for home con-
sumption. Truly, that day on which all the peo-
ple of the slive States who are opposed to dis.
union shall be hanged in the air, and among them
Cray, Usnenwoon, Bextos, Hovsros, Bavourn,

anﬂ tt-‘llu:rs of equal distinction—that day, sir,
wi ~ one 1o be ré Wit Tentlem el

us agiin and ngain, that they are not urrll«l nt
all this—that nothing need be expected from the
fears of “Southrons.” And the gentleman from
North Carolina, especially, seems exceedingly
anxions to impress us with a rroper nppreclnt.%nn
of the prowess of himself and his friends.  This
ia all unneecssary. We have never impugned
their bravery, and never doubted it,  'We do not
doubt it now. They unguestionahly possess that
quality to an cqual extent with other men. But
their conatant disparagement of the personal
cournge of the people of the free States can cer-
tainly not be expected to heighten our opinion
of their own. We may come to think, bye and
hye, that they have fallen into two errors—the
one, the error of underrating the courage af oth-
er#: and the other | need not particularize.

I'he gentleman from North Carolina, speaking
for himself and his friends, say=: © 1 tell gentle-
| men that this is our slaveholding territ We
do not intend to leave it. I they think they can
remove ug, it is a proper case for trial ;™ and he
delights in the prospect that such a contest would
not leave n quorum of live members on this floor.
T'he gentlensan must excuse us for declining the
| invitation to so delightful an entertainment.
| We have no doubt that he and his friends would
{ddefend with great resolution this “slaveholding

territory.”’ | wish this particular spot of “slave-

holding territory ™ had been ulways thus defended.
1 think the Capitol stands now where it did in
1S11—does it not, Mr. Chairman ! Yes, pir; in
the same place.

Do you not remember to have read that, in
August of that year, the Dritish, afier spending
something like a mon'h on the waters of the
| Chesapeake, quietly landed a handful (1,500) of
sailors and soldiers—enervated by the effects of a
long wea  voy o forty miles from this

et And do you not remewhor tl:u,dng&lng

y haud three pleces of artillery, two of them
three-pounders, they made their way over this
very * slaveholding torritory " to this very Capi-
tol ; and baving destroyed our library and pub-
lic nrchives, and reduced the C:pil.xl‘, to .hh ﬁ'r
smoulderi nlm spending nine days the while
on this "-l'-.nho ng territory,” leisurely resm-
barked for other scemes of operation 7 Now, |

tachment to be d ed by disunionists or de-
sﬁnm?mex’l m lh% d'i in the South, We

have our disunionists in the North, sir, and they
annoy us not & little, Were your troublesome
men in the North, they would be the Garrisons,
the Tappans, und the Gerrit Smithe; and were
our Giarrisons, and Tappans, and Gerrit Smiths,
in the South, they would be the dizunionists
ngainst whom the moderate men of all parties
would have to guard. 1 tell yon, sir, that we, the
Itepreseutatives of the North, will aid you to pre-
serve your constitutional rights, as we have ever
done. - We are not alienated from you, nor have
your ultra men yet driven us entirely *to the
wall” We are ready to meet you now on any
fair grounds, and fight with you side by side for
your rights and for ours, and defend those rights
under the Conatitution from eneroachment in any
quarter. Dut, sir, we want to hear no more about
disunion. We are attached to the Union—naye,
devotedly are we attached to it,  'We regard it as
the ark of safety for the American People. We
know that the realiz ition of the hopes of human
freedom throughont the world depends upon its
perpetuity.  And shall we ruthlessly crush these
hopes forever? Shall that heacon light which
our fathers raised to cheer and guide the friends
of freedom, he extinguished by us! Extinguish
it if you will, but know that when you do it the
world is enshrouded in darkness more frightful
than Egyptian night.

1| know the people of my State. | know the peo-
ple of the great West and Northwest; and I know
their devotion to the American Union. And |
feel warranted in @aying in my place here, that
when you talk to them of destroying this Union,
there is not & man thronghout that vast region
who will not raise his hand and swear hy the
Erernal Giod, as | do now, it shall never be done,
if our arms can save it.  Hlinols protered to the
country nine regiments to aid in the vindication
of herrights in the war with Mexien, And should
danger threaten the UUnion from nny sonree, orin
any quarter, in the North or in the South, she
will be ready to furnish twice, thrice, yes, four
times that number, to mirch where that danger
may be, to return when it {4 passed, or return no
more. =

SPEECH OF HON. LEWIS D, CAMPRELL,
OF OHIO,

On Southern Aggression. the Purposes of the wion,

el the Comprratine F;!}'-ch of Slusvnry ond Fress

lom.

Detivered in the House of Representatives, Febo 19, 5,

Mr. CAMPREELL, having abitained the flhor at
the close of the remarks of Mr Vesiner, of
North Carolina, niddressed the Committee ny fol-
fows:

Mr. Cratiemas:

. - -

- - - -

-
Before submitting my views upon this all-ab-
sorhing topie of Slavery, | desire to defend the
section ol the country which I in part have the
honor to represent from unfounded charges, which
are constantly preferred ngainst it We had
searcely tuken the preliminary steps for an organ-
ization of this House, before the South in tones of
thundering eloquence denounced the peaple of the
North as “aggressors,” a8 recreants to the Con-
stitution,” ns hinving for years heeo guilty of * op-
Frﬂrion" to their brethren of the South. I this
Iall—in the social circle—upon the highwiy—
everywhere we met with this charge  Sir, | pro-
pose brictly to examine the stute of this secount
of " aggression.”

How doea it stand, a8 to ferritorial eopisiions,
since the formation of the Union, ¢ of the
North have been opposed to an extension of our
domain. We have been taught by the warning
voice of past Itepublios, that

' Extended empire, like expanded goid,

Exchanges solitl strength for feeble splondor
Southern policy hns been different, and we have
yiel-lenl

In 1507, we annexed Lonisiana.

In 1510, we annexed the Territory of Florida,

In 154% we nnnexed the State of Texne

In 1545 we annexed by conquest California and
New Mexien,

In 1516, we have a stronger movement for an-
nexing Cuba than we had ten yeurs ago in favor
of nunexing Texas,

And now the honorable gentleman from.North
Carolina [Mr. Criyawan| notifies us that after
the next Presidentinl eleation we will annex that
E!m of Mexleo on the Galf, extending to Vern

ruz.

The South doegnll this, and still persists in the
ery of “ sggression! aggression!” Sir, the North
has yielled to this system too long, and now she
is determined to stop it,

. . " . . . . .

Mr. Chairman, the Copstitution guaranties to
every citizen the night of patition. Some of our
Northern people believe that in Territories over
which Congress had power to legislate, slavery
should be cither immediately or prospectively

Crineman | who ns yet, withheld from his
country his sid in removiog this source of ine-
quality.

But we are charged with designing or threaten-
ing to nggress by the passage of the Proviso. lin-
tend to vote for the admission of Californin s a
State with this clanse in her Constitution, and for
n Territorial law for New Mexico embracing it.
‘We are told that it excludes the South froma fuir
share of the territory acquired by common blood
and common treasure; and that it weakens the
title to their 1y, and prevents them from
removing 't thither. This is not true. That
Proviso is and has been in full foroe in the State
of Ohio and the Northwestern Territory for sixty
years. A large portion of her best citizens are
from the South. The distriet which [ immediately
represent embraces a large hody of the lands of
the Virginia military district, to which Virgininns
and North Carolinians emigrate.! with their prop-
erty. Some took slaves with them, to whom their
families were attached, although they knew that
the moment the foot of the slave touched that soil,
with the master's consent, one of the peculiarities
of our institution made him a free man. And here
let me sy that the most thoroughgoing ['ree-Soil
men, and the most violent Abolitionists there, are
those furnished ns hy North Carolina and Vir-
ginia. [ would be entirely safe in allowing my
nction here to he governed on this subject by the
views of those in my distriet who eame from slave
States. Their warmth in favor of Free Soil may,
I suppose, be attribated to that same principle of
human action which makes the reformed dronk-
nrd the most ardent in pressing onward the éause
of temperance ; or the converted sinner the cause
of Christianity. These men had heen eye-wit-
nesses to the evil effects of slavery, not the lenst
of which is its tendency to reiduee to the level of
the degraded slave the free labor of the poor
white man where it exists. 1f the Proviso isap-
plied to these Mexiean Territories, the Southern
man as well as the Northern man may take his
property there; he may take his negroes if he
choases ; but if he takes them, they cease to be
property or thuizs, and are make persons only.

The honorable member from Mississippi [Mr.
Browx] takes a bold position, if he is sincere,
and 1 will not question it, notwithstanding his
preposteraus asgertion. | read from his printed
speech.  [Mr. €. here read from Mr. Drowy's
speech -]

“FOr mysef, I REOARD SLAVERY AT A OREAT MORAL,
ROCTAL, POLITICAL, ANT MLLIGIOUS DLESSING—A RLESSING
TOTHR SLAVE AND A BLESSING TO THE MAsTRR."

The honorable gentleman proceeds with ar-
guments to prove that great blessings are con-
ferred upon the African by making hﬂn nalave!
Now, sir, if the gentleman ean make thin position
good by sound argument, and if the hooorable
member from North Carolina [Mpr, Crixamas]
¢in make good his declaration that where slavery
eXi4i8 you Nnd the greatest uf civilization,
refinement, wealth, comfort, and happiness, 1

ledge myself to abandon the Proviso, and oppose
t here and elsewhere, with as much honest ardor
a8 | now support it. If slavery is a blessing to
the slave, how is it that the great, the good, and
the wise, of every eivilizad Tand upon earth, have
never learned the fact? This is a great age we
live in, and it bas heen reserved for the keen per-
ceptive faculties of the honorable member from
Migsissippi to make the grand discovery that
the true way to make n negro happy is to put
him in chning, and goder the lash of the task-
master! & discovery somowhat parallel to this
in importance, was made hy one of the gentle-
man's political sssocintes, hut a fow years ago,
to wit © that the way to civilize the Mexican race
was to kuock ont their hrains !

If the position of the honorable gentleman is
eorrect, will he tell ns why our laws do not regard
that man who steals the African infant from its
mother's hreast, and hears it to petusl bond-
age—who forees from his native land the father,
to rivet upon him the chains and fetters of sla-
vory—as o philanthropist, and not as a folon ?
Why does he not introdnos aﬂhl“,nl!tl{d “abill
to make Africa happy,” providing for the repeal
of all lawa |'-|'|'Jl-|ihirlinlgI 1lre slave-trade, and giving
to the philanthropista who will engage in it, 160
acres of land for ench mative African brought
into slavery 7

| must examine the morals involved in this
question of slavery. Having learned something
of the high tone of morsl character 5
jnstly, no doubt, to my honorahle friend from
Alabama, [Mr. Hintiagn | 1 listened attentivel
to his eloquent speech, expecting him to base his
argument upon & different foundation. 1 will
uot say he ¢ ? but I do think he evaded
the question, for he was particular to state with
emphasis, that he conld not discuss the question
in its moral bearings, he said, we had
nothing to do here with public morals! From
what little | have seen here, | am induced to
believe that the conduct of many is made to con-

form to this " 8ir, | profess no extra
degree of morala myself, but | may he

s-miuul
to a'ly, copsidering its source, thisavowal shocked
me

to till his soil, His family depend upon the labor |
He cannot, he |

Mr. HILLIARD. Will the
Ohio allow me to explain and correet him 1

Mr. CAMPBELL., With

Mr. HILLIARD. 1 said 1 would refrain
from discussing the question as a moral one,
because we hold no er to legislate on the
morslity of the question. To enter into a dis-
cussion here on that point might be deemed nn
admission of the jurisdic’ion of Congress over
the sul jeet,

Mr. CAMPBELL. [ have not misunderstood
the honorable gentleman, nlthough 1 have not yet
had the pleasure of reading his printed speech.
To come direotly to the point, the gentleman can
now tell us whether he regards slavery nan moral
evil or a8 a blessing,

Mr. HILLIARD. 1 do not regard it asa moral
evil in the States where it exists

Mr. CAMPBELL. Well, then, Mr. Chair-
man, it will be my duly ns well ns iy pleasure to
prove that it is & moral curse. 1 shall do so by
referring directly to the opinions of some men
which, notwithstanding my high regard for the
gentleman from Alabama, are entitled to far more
weight than Lis

Mr. HILLIARD, [ will ask the gentleman
from Ohio u question. A-dmitting it to be maorally
mwrong, what right have we to legislate upon the
moral question 7

Mr. CAMPBELL. Sir, | will answer the gen-
tlenn’s question by putting one to every member
of the Committee. Admitting it to be morally
wrong, how do you make it poluically right1 You
cannot by any principle of philosophy that [ have
ever heard of, make that which isabsolutely mor-
ally srrong politioally right by legislation. Why 7
What power, asks the gentleman, in a tone of ap-
parent triumph, have we, as the representatives
of the people, to legialate with a view to promote
public morals ? Is it possible that such a question
is seriously propounded, and must be seriously
answered T What power ? Whut right 7 A power
which is the foundation of all eivilized govern-
mint. The first great obiect of sll law, of all
legislation, is to enforee that which is morally
right, and prevent that which is morally wrong.
It is to ncovmplish this grand purpose that Gov-
ernments are instituted among men.

But, Mr. Chairman, let us proceed with an ex-
amination of fuots bearing upon the moral, social,
and tolitiml effects of Slavery, and show how fur
Southern gentlemen, in the frenzy of their excite-
went, have suffered themselves to depart from the
principles and feelings of their revolutionary an-
cestors. And, sir, in this connection, | lay down
what may be regarded by some as a bold propo-
wition, | assert, that ons s{ the very designs of the
founiders of this R-pulilic, when they vebelled against
the power of Great Britain, and formed a wiion of
the Prot mices, wasto prevegl the extension llf Sin very

to do that which you denounce us as mad fanstios
for proposing, and for which, when accomplished
in part only, ncoording to their designs, you say
you intend to destroy the great work of their
hnnds—this glorious Confederacy of Stmes—th's
| happy Union—which secures liberty to millions,
and hos commanded the admiration of the world

On this point let me remark, that whilst the |

design to interfere with your * peculiar institu- |

The gentleman from North Carolina [Mr

| CLivamax! hpusts that the ball of tae*Revodation .

| was staried at Mecklenburg, where a reeviution
| was passed in 1774, | have looked into the his-
[dory of those da Thora were 5o pau%
| meetings 1n the Sowth then. e gentleman

I permit me to show the reasons which led to the

rebellion.

| Let us carry our iml{i nation back to Virginia,
|lhe Old Dominion, a8 she was in 1774, | hold
| in my hand the lst vol 4th Series of American

Archives, published by order of Congress. It

containg an aceount of various public meetings

held preparatory to the then approaching conflict
of those weak Colonies with the giant nation of

the earth, The patriots of Virginia proposed a
| State Convention at Williamsburg. County meet-
iogs of the people were held to appoint delegates,
and declare their principles and determinations.

Mr. C. here read as follows, from page 523 :

“ At a meeting of the frecholders and other inhabit of
the county of Uulpepper, in Virginia, nsssmbled at the
Court-Honse of the Mid eounty, on Thureday, the Tth of
July, 1771, to consider the wiont effectivg welhod Lo pre
aerve the vights and liberties of AmeTion.

Hl:ﬂ ¢ PaxoLgron, Eart...' Noder.ntnr,

L ] -

“ Resolved, That the importing slares aud conviet aer:
vants is injurious fo this eolowy, as it ehatructs the ula
fion @f i with freemen and u-eful smanufacturers | anad
wee wrll mof buy wny suech slurce or conpict servanl hereafter
to be a'ndiporlﬂf" =

This meeting appolnted * deputies” to the con-
vention.

A Voick. “That is only a resolution against
the tlave trade)”

Mr. CAMPBELL. True; such is the fact.
Jat why did they resolve on this? To prevent
the apread of slavery. Why? DBecause it was a
political evil. There are fwo ways in which you
may extend slavery. One, by extending it over
new countries, opening new markets—increasing
the and scssequently the ~thus in-
dueing an increased production. @ other, by
importations, The spiriz of the resolution shows
that a prokibition of ws extension was the design.
But if gentlemen will be patient, | will not only
show that they opposed its extension, but, even in
the South, sought the Union for the purpose of
i “ﬁ. it whle're it existed.

resolutions were passed by primary
f the people thronghont Virginia and
other Soufhern provinces, now States.

By Prlnuuc‘;-n'- county July, 1771, page 193

ud county - TR P L ]
Hy Caroline comnty - - o |
By H-mmn\%‘ T g o L ' |
Ry Fgirfax go ,( Wasniworon intheehaln % 6
Ry Hom eaunty - - . ’ “OBIG

" i “w

By Princess Anne eonuty . . ol

And by varions other counties which | veed not name.

The State Convention assembled nt Williams-
burg on the 1st of August, 1774, ‘They adopted
this resoluaion :

A Resolved '* We will nelther onrselves import nor
piarchase any slave or slaves imported hy any other person
after the first duy of November vext, either from Africa, the
IWest Inidies, or any other place”'—Page 657,

This Convention recommended a Congress to
meet at Philadelphia on the first Monday of Sep-
tember, 1771, Tuosas Jereerson, the great
apostle of liberty, could not attend the Conven-
tion, but he sent to it a letter expressiog his opin-
iond and wishes. I read an extract from page
GO6 :

“ For the most triling reasons, and sometimes for no con-
eeivahle renson at all, his Majesty has rejected laws of the
moet salutary tendenay  TUR ABOLITION OF DOMESTIC
ELAVERY 19 TUN CREATEST OIJECT OF DESIAE IN THRAK
coLoNiEs, where It was unhappily introdieed in their infant
state. Hut previons to the enfrunohisement of the slaves
we have, it ia neceseary to exolude ull further importations
from Africa. Yet onr reposted attempts to effect this by
probibitions, and by imporing do.ties which might amount to
prohibition, have been hitherto defeated by his Majesty's
negntlve = thus preferring the immediate dvantagesof & fow
Atricin Carsai s b the LASTING INTEREST of the Ameri
on Ntafes, snd to the RIHTE OF HUMAN NATURE DEEFLY
WOUNDRD BY THIS INPAMOUS MASTER "

How do gentlemen relish Mr. Jefferson’s views
upon the moral and pelitical questions now raised
on this floor ?

North Carolina held her Provincial Convention,
not at Mecklenburg, but at Newbern. The hon-
orable gentleman from that State on the other side
of the ITouse, [Mr. Asux| the other day ex-
pressed to my colleazue (Mr. Root] & desire to
know who from North Carolina bad opposed
to extending slavery. [have ' the documents”
here for his information. Nearly every county in
this State was in this Convention,
There were sixty-nine “deputies” It was con-
vened on the 27th of August, 1774, nnd passed
this resolution. On page 735 the gentleman will
find the names of the deputies and the resolution:

w Revolred, That we will mot import any slave or slaves,
ar purchase uny slace or slaves inportel or drought info
the Provinee by others, from any part of the world, a fler the
firat day of November nesi."

Mr. Chairman, | will not go farther into details
of the action of the Provinces separately. The
deputies they appointed and instructed nssembled
at Philadelphis on the 5th of September, 1771
Let us look upon that assemblage of our patriot
fathers. It was in the dark hour of our political
history. Tt was “ the day that tried men's sonls "
Yet they resolved to redress the grievances infliet-
ed upon them by Great Dritian, or perish nobly
in the attempt. W% are men of wordsi—they were
men of action. ‘W hat was their design ! To form
a Union. The Provinces must be united. 1 have
here the hond of thar Unimr—-khafnl‘ Union! It
is called the “ Articles of Association” It was
the hond of our fathers with the Almighty, whose
all-protecting arm they desired as the shield to
save them in the unequal contest they were about
to engage in; they pledge by their “ virtwe ond
their homor "

Sir, 1 listened the other day to the honorahle
gentlemafi from Georgin [Mr. Sternrss| with the
most profound satisfaction. The power of his el.
oquent appeal in favor of the purchase of Wash-
ington's Farewell Address, marred ns it was by a
repetition of the unjust.charge of “ Northern ng.
gression,” could mot, dTd not fail to awaken the
tender sympathies and feelings of every heart not
wholly lost to the impulses of patriotism. [le
spoke of the inealeulahle value of the antographs
of our revolutionary forefuthers. Sir, | eall that
honorable gentleman’s attention to these auto-
graphs of the members of the First Continental
Congress. [Here Mr. C. held up the Articles of
Association, unsnimously adopted by the Conti-
nental Congress, containing a fac-simile of the
signatures appended to it| Look at the hold
hand of Washington, of Patrick Henry, and of
Lee; of Hooper and Caswell ; of Jay and Duane :
of the Adumses; of Gadsden and the Rutledges;
aod of Stephen IHopkine. If the gentlemsn
prompted by those nabler feelings of his v
would regurd as priceless an old manuseript letter
of a father to his son, con advice upon his
leaving tlnrurn roof to embark upon the
stormy ses of this world, what should be his ven-
eration for this document? How much
he, how much will he sacrifice to :-lo-
Iate this written pledge of our to the God

of battles that they would check this ncknowledg-

ed curse of slavery 7 Sir, the gentleman invoked
in most pathetic nad heart-reachi the
spirit of Washington to check his Northern breth.
ren in what he termed their disposition of aggres.
sion. Could it- be availing, 1, too, would invoke
the return of the illustrious dend from the tombe
of Mount Vernon, of Monticello, and of Quiney,
to stay the mad eareer of those who to
destroy those glorious iustitutions which are the
results of their toil—the fruits of their struggles
for liberty! If I could but command the eloquencs
of the gentleman from Georgia, | could appesl,
perbaps successfully, to him, to his colleague, 1o
his nssociates of the sunny Soath, to come buck 1y
these principles and purposes—to thase holy de.
signs of our common ancostors—to joln with ug
in the spirit of brotherly love nnd brotherly kind.
ness, in an effort to redeem this golemn pledge
entered into in the dreary hour of thelr wmisfur.
tune, by the founders of that Goverament which
has secured to us all the blessings we can hope for
in our earthly career.

Mr. Chairman, | will read the exiricts from
these Articles of Association, which are applicable
to the point :

" Wedo, for purselves and the inhalitauts of the seversl
Colonies whom we represent, firmly agree and assoelate under
the marred tied of vietue, hooor, knd love of our conutry, ua
follows

- - - Ll -
2. 4 That we will ueilher inpor!l ner purchase any slire
importsd after the first day of December nesl ; after wi vl
time we will whally discontinue the slare trafe, ana wii|
usither be concernsd in it onrselves, nor will we hire our
veseeln, nor sell our commodities or manufactures, to those
who are coneerned in it

- - - L] - -

11 " That s eommittes be ehosen in every county eity, and
town, by those who are qnalified to vote for Hepresentatives
in the Legisiature, whose business it slinil be attentively 1,
olwerve the eonduot of all personns touehing this Arsoeiation
and when it shall b made to appesr, to *he satisfaotion of »
majority of any such committes, that any person within the
limits of their appointment has violated thin Associntion, thae
anoh majority do forthwith onuse the truth of the ense to bn
published in the gazette, to the end that sl sueh vors fo 1he
rights of British America may he publialy known, snd -
versully contenned as the enemies ef Americun liberty ; and
thenoefurth we respectively wi'l break off all dewlings with
him or ber.”

. .

4. % And we do farther agree and resolve that we will havea
no trude, commeron, dealings, or Interconrsa whatever, with
uny colony or provinse in North America, which shall not
ancede to, or which shall hereafter violate this Association,
but will hold themn an wnwearthy of the rights of freemen, and
as inimical to the liberties of this cowntry,”

- - - - .

“The forecoing Assooiation, being determinel upon by
the + ongress, was ordered to be subearibed by the seversl
members thereof; and thereupon, we lave hereunto set our
respective names secnrdivgly

In Congress, Philade’ phin, Ovtober 81, 1774

PEYTON RANDOLPH,
Preaulent.

New Humpahire—John Sullivan, Nathaniel Folsumn.

Mussuchusetts Buy—Thomna Uushing, Samvel Adama,
Jovn Adums, Robert Treat Paine,

Rhode Islund—Stephen Hopking, Samuel Ward.

" Connecticut=—Eliphalet Dyer, Hoger Sherman, Silas
reane.

New York—loane Llow, John Alsap, Jobn Jay, James
Dusne, Phillp Liviegston, Willlam Floyd, Henry W laner,
Simon Boerum.

New Jerseg—Jamen Kinser, Willlam Liviogaton, Steplien
Crane, Kishard Smith, Jobhn De Hart

Pemmiglranio—Joceph Galloway John Dickinem, Charles
Humphreys, Thomas Miflin, Edward DRiddle, Jubu Morton,
Gieorgn Hoss

The lower counties, Nowvastly, §e—Uwar Ihn&hvy.
Thomas MeKean, George Hond

Muryiami=Mutthew Titghman, Thomas Johnsen, jr,
Willinm I"soa, Samusl ;‘lu-

Virginin—Riehatl Mivot ae, Ussrge Washington, Pat-
riek Hoary, Jr , Richard HIAEA Renjasuin Harrison, Edmund
FPendiston

 North Carolosa—William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, Richard

Suuth Curolina—Henry Middioten, Thomas Lyneh, Chris -

topber Gadaden, Jubn Rutlwige Fdward Kutle ge.

Mr. BOWDON. 1 would inquire of the gen-
tlemsn from Ohio whether he calls that the Con-
stitution of the Union ?

Mr. CAMPBELL. | will with pleasure inform
the honorable gentleman from Alshama, It is not
the /ast Constitution of the Union, but higher ev-
idegee to prove the point 1 make, which is, that
the Provinces formed their first Union, among other
things, to check the progress of slavery! The gentle-
man from Alabama, on the other side of the Hall,

Mr. Ixoe,| the other day spoke of the Continental

Jongress, and of the Declaration of Independence,
o8 a production from that august hody of patriots,
called for by the pressure of publie opinion from
without, So with this document, which is a dee-
laration two years older than the Declaration of
Independenceitsell. The outside pressure of pub-
lic opinion on the subject of slavery, expressed at
the various primary mestings of the people them-
selves, some of which I bave referred to, required,
a8 o preliminary step to the contemplated resist-
ance, & solemn pledge that slavery should go no
further ; and it must be borne in mMnd that these
fathers carried with them the same spirit and the
same design when they subsequently entered into
more formal articles, passed the Ordinance of 1757,
and formed our present Con‘:ﬁltuuon.

Georgia was not represented in the Continental
Congress, as you will observe. The reasons which
prevented a ntation | need not detail. Still
the pitriots of that province in that old time,
unlike her mlpﬁuided but no doubt sincere Repre-
gentatives on this floor, were determined not to be
behind the other colonies in their efforts to secure
to themselves, and to extend to those in sluvery the
blessings of freedom.

Georgia proclaimed her sentiments on the 12(h
of January, 1775, after the adjournment of the
Continental Congress, (page 1156

U We, therefore, the Bwnhﬂnlru of the extensive
Disrict of Darien, in the eoluny of Georgln, having now
assemblel in Congreas, by suthority and free choloe of the
Imml of sald Listriot, now freed frum their losters, do

e:

n"'ora Lo shone the world that we are not tinfivenced by uny
runtracted ar intevested motives, bul o general philanthropy
Sor ant, MaNkIRD, of whatever elimate, languoge, or com
plexion, we hereby declure our disspprotation wnd cbhorrence
of the wusnalural pratice of slavery in Amerioa, (however
tt_le uneultivated state of our sountry, or other npeﬁmu argu-
nients may plead for it,) & practice fownded in agustice and
eruelty, and Mighly dongerous to our Hbertles, (a8 well as
Tiwas, ) ided w0 part uf our fell below men, sod
corrupling the virtue wind morals of the rest, and is laying
the bisis of that liberty we contend for, (and which we pray
the Almighty to sontinue to the Intest nosterity ) upon a very
wrong foundation. We, therefore  Resolre, af all times (o
uy+ our whinost endearors for the manuniission of eur slares
in this eolony, upon the most sufe and equitable footing for
the master and themselves.”

Such was the action—these were the gentiments
upon this question of moral and politieal right,
when the foundation of our great superstructure
was laid, nnd which was subsequently cemented
with the blood of our heroic ancestors.

Sir, I have offered the testimony exelusively
Southern, notof Northern proviuces. | would that
we conld but summon here those veterans to give
us with a living voice their opinions just na they
are here recorded. Wounld Washington be scouted
from this 1{a]l a8 a recreant to the beat interests
of his country? Wonld the Virginian denounce
JefTerson n& & traitor, hecanse he said slavery was
an execrable practice ; or Patrick Henryasa' fa-
natic,” because he avowed his de to the
cause of human freedog, in that ever memorable
burst of eloquence in the Virginia Conveation,
closing with “ Give me lilerty, or give me death /"

Suppose this Hall was now occupied by the oll
Continental Congress—this question raised, and
they unanimously declare slavery a mornl and po-
litical evil—would the honorable gentlemen from
Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina, and Geor-
g.-. denounce them as recreants to their country?

h! no. Why, then, do they disavow the -

. - - . .

ciples they proclaimed 7 Does not the experience
of the last half century prove that they truly fore-
saw the blighting effects of this evil of' which they

desived to rid themselves 7 The ropid increase of
the States, where slavery does not exist, in power
and strength, and everything calculated to render
life agreeable, establishes the wisdom of their de-
termination.

Some of the States who were s to this ob-
ligation have redeemed their pledges. We now
propose to carry out, as far a8 we oan, their erigi-
nal purpose,

“Mr. STANLY. To ubolish slavery in the
States ?

Mr. CAMPBELL. We will not do that where
under the Constitution it exists. We leave that
matter for you to attend to as you like; but we,
having power over the Territories, intend to fol-
low these wholesome counsels from the founders
of the Giovernment, and exclude slavery from
them forever by the power of public sentimen'—
by the power of the law—and, if necessary, in
maintaining the majesty of the law, by the power
of the sword !

Mr. BOWDON. Will the gentleman from
Obio show us the power in the Constitution to
puss such a law ?

Mr. CAMPBELL, [ have much to say yet in
the little time that is left me | bave spoken by
time before, and if 1 ed the constitutional
question as doubtful, I would not now go into it.
If the honorable gentlemsn desires a discussion o7
that question with me, | will meet him on uny
stump, either in Alabama or Ohio,afier Ce
sdjourns. It will save some money to {iscuss it
in that way, For the preeent, | oor.tent myself
b‘y saying that the question of powser has been dr-
cided in our favor by Congress, and by the Yari-
ons Administrations from the orgepization of the
Government 10 the present time, and it will soon
he sottled again, notwit g:h threats of n
dissolution of the Union!' If the gentleman in-
tonds to debate that
informed in what

‘l.l SECOND FAGE




